Evaluation of the solitary pulmonary nodule.
The solitary pulmonary nodule represents a common diagnostic challenge for clinicians. While most are benign, a significant number represent early, potentially curable lung cancers. With the increased utilisation of chest computed tomography, solitary pulmonary nodules are increasingly being identified and with lung cancer screening programmes now on the horizon globally, it is crucial clinicians are familiar with the evaluation and management of solitary pulmonary nodules. Through the evaluation of patient risk factors combined with computed tomography characteristics of solitary pulmonary nodules, including size, growth rate, margin characteristics, calcification, density and location; a clinician can assess the risk of malignancy. This article provides an up to date review of the imaging features of both benign and malignant solitary pulmonary nodules to assist in the identification of nodules that require histological confirmation or ongoing surveillance. In addition, we summarise the newly updated Fleischner Society Guidelines that provide clinicians with a framework for the evaluation and management of solitary pulmonary nodules.